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Chapter 1 - Episode 3:01 Upgrade

Disclaimer: Neon Genesis Evangelion is Owned by Gainax. Buy the DVDs of the Series and the Movies from them. | did, and it was

worth every dime. | don't own anything except my DVD's, and this is done for my own satisfaction.

Welcome to Season Three of Neon Genesis Evangelion: Last Best Hope. The events chronicled here take place after the 1st season
of the TV series, and the End of Evangelion Movie, as well as the events that took place in "The Awakening." The 24 part second

season.

Episode 3:01 Upgrade

Presumed date is June 9th, 2019

Misato sat at the head of the briefing table, her laser pointer working the projection screen.

"So, we know we need to salvage a Magi System in order to access the Global Military Satellite network," she was saying. "The two
most logical choices are Beijing, or Matsushiro, as they are the closest. Matsushiro is the target of preference because it's closer, and

recovery time is likely to be shorter."”

"However when Lilith's body was decomposing after Third Impact, part of her arm fell on that region, and there was extensive damage
to the base. We weren't able to salvage anything from there before, but we didn't ever consider sending an EVA or a Cherub to assist

in the recovery," Ritsuko said.

"So, we send a force of Cherubs to help the recovery teams breach the facility, and then recover the Magi units there. We bring them
back here and install them in the control center, with as much of the hardware as we can salvage from the Matsushiro base installed

intact. What's the soonest you think you can have them up and running, once you get them back here?" Misato asked.

"Depending upon how co-operative the personalities within the three units are, we should be able to get them up and running within a
week. Provided that their hard drives are still good. If they've crashed, we'll have to see if we can find replacements, and that won't

be easy."

"Okay, so, we'll have Aida and Suzuhara go with the crews to handle recovery of the Magi. In the meantime we'll load up the last four
EVA transports with Cherubs and send them to Germany. Asuka says that Germany has plenty of Aviation fuel, and even some aerial
refueling tankers. We'll send a couple of our own up, and hope that they figure out what we're doing when they take off. When the
transports return, we'll send four more units, giving Germany a total of eight. That will leave us with the two EVA's, and eight Cherubs
of our own," Misato said.

"Seven," Ritsuko corrected, "Keller was killed."

"Jeez, how could | forget that," Misato said, resting her head against her hands.

"So, Ritsuko, the question becomes, do we need more Cherubs to secure the cities we know are inhabited?" Misato asked.

"l don't know. We have twelve empty growth chambers below now; | hadn't thought we would ever need more than 16 Units. We

could always start the next group of twelve, and then, if we don't want them, flush the tanks before they reach the third trimester."
"Okay. That sounds like a plan, better to be safe than sorry, | suppose. So have you decided if you're going to take Commander
Bergs invitation to come to Germany and see their weapons?" Misato asked, recalling the message that Asuka had conveyed from the

new Berlin NERV Commanding Officer.

"Oh, I'll go, but | want to get the Magi up and running first. Then I'll go."
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"Okay, | need to call Aida and Suzuhara to let them know we've got a mission for them. Do you have you're recovery team picked

out?" Misato asked, picking up her phone.

"Yes, they're on standby now, just waiting the word," Ritsuko said.

Misato nodded and dialed Kensuke's house.

"Aida here," he answered.

"Aida, Misato. | want you and Suzuhara to accompany the recovery teams to Matsushiro to help them dig out and retrieve the Magi

system. Get him, and get in here quick. The teams are leaving in an hour."

"Yes, Ma'am. I'll go get Toji now. He and Hikari are over at Shinji and Asuka's."

"So they finally decided to surface did they?" Misato laughed.

"No, but Toji and Hikari didn't give them a choice. Hikari took them breakfast in bed this morning, and needed Toji for an escort. She

decided last night that they had had two full days all to themselves, and it was time they came out of seclusion. Besides, she was

gonna go nuts if she couldn't talk to Asuka after all these years."

"l can understand that. Anyhow, get Suzuhara and come on in, we'll need you guys to clear some debris," Misato said.

"Roger Commander," Suzuhara said, hanging up.

H#H

"No-chan?" Kensuke called.

"Yes Ken-chan?" Nozomi answered.

"You want to go over and bug Shinji and Asuka with Toji and your sister?"

"Sure, sounds like fun, lets go," she said, looping her arm through his, and dragging him out the door.

Moments later they were jogging across the deck, and up to Shinji's back door. They knocked briefly before opening it and walking in.

Toji and Hikari were sitting at the kitchen table, talking to Shinji and Asuka. The new couple was still dressed in their pajamas. Or

more precisely Shinji's pajamas. Shinji was wearing the pants and a white undershirt. Asuka was wearing the pajama top.

"Kensuke, come on in," Shinji said, waving Kensuke and Nozomi in, and motioning them to have a seat.

Kensuke sat down, Nozomi following close behind, and turned to look at Shinji and Asuka. They weren't sitting in the normal chairs

that surrounded the table. Instead Shinji had pulled the small bamboo couch, covered by a thick cushion, over to the table, and he

and Asuka were curled up together on it.

Kensuke smiled at them.

They were holding hands, and even when they reached for their tea, they kept one set of hands clasped together.

"Now Asuka, what is the story with your hair?" Hikari asked.

Asuka smiled, and ran a hand through the lions mane of hair that was puffed up around her, glowing in the morning light.
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"Baka Shinji. He messed it up. It's okay though, | told him if he's going to mess it up he's got to brush it out," she smiled up at him.

Kensuke swore and Toji laughed.

"Dude, that's a week you owe me," Toji said, pointing at Kensuke. For his part Kensuke could only nod.

"What?" Hikari asked.

"l bet Kensuke that Asuka would be calling Ikari Baka Shinji' within a week. He's got to clean my uniforms and boots for a week

now."

"Speaking of Uniforms, Misato needs us to get to the base. We're gonna take the Cherubs and help out the recovery teams that are
getting the Magi system," Aida said.

"Okay, but did they decide which one we're going after?" Toji asked.

"Matsushiro. But the entrance to the base is damaged, and they want us to dig it out for the recovery teams," Kensuke said.

"When do they need us?"

"Misato said ASAP. We're leaving within the hour."

"Well, we'd better get going, then, bye guys, bye honey," Toji said, bending over to kiss his wife goodbye.

Kensuke got up, and followed Toji out the door, and within a few minutes, Toji's 4Runner could be heard pulling out of the driveway.

"So what are your plans for the day?" Hikari asked the couple.

"Well, we had planned on just lying around the house, but Shinji mentioned something about a dip in the Jacuzzi, | think."

Shinji blushed, "Well, Kensuke fixed it up, before he moved out. | haven't been in it for some time, and thought it might be a good time
to get back into it. | should probably call Misato though and see if she needs me for anything."

He was reaching for his cell phone, when Asuka reached over and slapped his other hand.

"No you don't, Misato knows your number, if she wants to talk to you, she'll call."

"She's right Shinji, Misato said you should take the next few days off, and she'll call you only if she really needs you. You have other

responsibilities this week," Hikari said.

"Yeah, like making sure my every need is met," Asuka teased.

Shinji surrendered.

#H

"Okay Aida, can you see any sign of the main shaft?" Doctor Akagi asked.

"Sort of. | think that this blur here is the most likely place," Kensuke said

"Suzuhara, can you see anything from where you are?"
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"No Ma'am, I've got nothing," he said. He didn't like being here, it brought up some really bad memories. This had been where the
activation test for Unit-03 had taken place. Where the Angel had seized control of his EVA and tried to kill him. Then, after he'd been
trapped while eject from the Angel, he'd been crushed in the berserk hand of Unit-01 under the control of the Dummy Plug.

He didn't remember much of it, because he hadn't really been paying that much attention at the time, at least not until things went
wrong. Then he was riveted to every minute detail. He glanced around. Over there was the small valley he'd entered as Unit-03 had

begun walking, inexorably towards Tokyo-3.

"Doctor, Akagi, | know its' been several years, but | think | remember that valley there. If | do, then that means the entrance Unit-03

came up through is over in that depression somewhere," he said, his huge Cherubim hand pointing to a low spot in the forest.

"Okay, you two go investigate over there. After your EVA was taken over and escaped, we capped the main shaft with a thick
concrete plug," Ritsuko said.

Toji and Kensuke moved over to the indicated area and began pulling up the trees that had sprouted like weeds. This area had been
lightly forested before Third Impact, with several buildings on the surface, and the city in the distance, but the fall of Lilith's arm upon
this area had devastated everything, making it unrecognizable.

The arm has flattened the structures, either by direct impact, or shockwave, and as it decayed into the soil, the plants had seemed to
be trying to cram 20 years of growth into a single year. So now, here they were, three and a half years after Third Impact, standing in
the middle of a tropical rain forest, with trees almost as tall as the Cherubim.

Kensuke's foot scuffed the detritus of the forest floor, and revealed a dull gray surface.

"I have something here," he said, bending over and starting to uproot trees and bushes.

Soon one edge of a large circle was revealed.

"This is it," he told Toji. "Doctor Akagi, we've found it."

She and a group of technicians drove their HumVee's over to the area that Kensuke and Toji were clearing, and could now make out
the large circular plug of concrete. It was about as wide as a Cherubim was tall, and must have easily been twenty meters thick.

"Okay, can you two pull that thing out, or should we try to blast it. | know the engineers brought a fair amount of C-4 just in case."

"Let us give it a try," Toji said, squatting down, and waiting as Kensuke did the same.

"Ready?"

Kensuke nodded, and they thrust their fingers into the seam between the plug and the walls of the hole. They dug down, until they

each had a firm grip.

"Okay, we lift on three, and toss it north. Ready? One. Two. Three." Toji said, and they tossed the heavy plug to the side, away from

Ritsuko and the other personnel.

Toji peered within.

"Nothing on thermal or infrared. Lowlight is almost useless as well, no emergency lighting detected."

"Without external power to recharge them, or take over. Emergency lighting would have lasted no more than two weeks," Ritsuko said.
"Have either of you memorized the maps of this place?"
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"l did," Kensuke said.

"Do you think you can go down here and clear us a path to Central Dogma?"

"Yes Ma'am. Toji, give me a hand getting into this hole," he said, standing up, and gripping Toji's had, as he descended into the
darkness. Toji helped, a little uneasy about entering this structure again. Soon Kensuke's Cherub was out of sight, as it dropped into
the depths.

"Aida here Doctor Akagi, I've reached the first barrier at the bottom of shaft A-17. Proceeding to open the doors."

From deep within the facility, there was a loud creaking and ripping.

"It's dark in here. Deep dark. I'm gonna need that emergency source."

"Here it comes, heads up," Toji said, dropping a large utility trailer with a giant spotlight on one end into the pit. Designed of visual
air-search at night, or the same thing that civilians used to light up the night at the openings of big movies, it made a handy, EVA or
Cherubim sized flashlight.

"Thanks," Aida said, catching the unit, and turning it into the darkness beyond. He could see the access way stretched out before him.
"I'm heading deeper into the structure.”

There was the sound of shuffling, as he penetrated further, and several more scrapes and wrenches, as he tore open doors and
squeezed through narrow passageways. Finally they heard him say, "Final shutter breached, now entering Central Dogma. Wow.

Doctor Akagi, is this what Central Dogma looked like in Tokyo-3?"

"Very nearly, Aida. The Matsushiro facility was constructed using many of the same blueprints that NERV used for the Geo-Front

facility," she offered.

"Wow, then | really missed out. This is incredible."

"Are the Magi intact?"

"Yeah, they look to be. The room is intact for the most part, there is some slight deformation to the ceiling, and | noticed on the way in
here that all levels above this one have been crushed to form a protective bubble over the facility."

"Any signs of scavengers or anything else down there?" Doctor Akagi asked.

"Not really," Kensuke said, turning to examine the walls of the building with his light. "There's some odd damage on the walls, looks

like energy blasts, probably from when Unit-03 was taken over."

"Negative, Aida. This facility was returned to pristine condition following the destruction of Unit-03."

"Well something made these marks," he said, running a hand over the hard surface, and feeling the deep scratches in the wall.

"Aida, | don't like this, | want you to withdraw slowly, and return to the surface. We'll perform a full subsurface scan before anyone

else enters the facility."

"Okay Doctor Akagi, | & Hang on. | thought | saw something move."

"Kensuke, get out of there now," Toji was saying.
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"I'm coming, I'm coming, hold your horses, this is a pretty tight fit through here you know. There, finally, I'm back in the main shaft,

see?" he said.

Toji looked into the shaft, and could see Aida below, waving the light.

"I'm starting up now," he said.

"Phew. Kensuke old man, for a minute there you had me worried," Toji said, watching him climb the walls.

"No problems, it was probably just a trick of," he never finished.

"KENSUKE BEHINDYOU!" Toji shouted, as the light vanished, and a blur washed over Kensuke, blocking him from view.

Hit

Shinji and Asuka had just dried off after spending a leisurely afternoon alone within the shielded of his Jacuzzi when Shinji's

Emergency Pager went off. They'd made love several times, and were both becoming more comfortable and daring each time,

exploring and experiencing one another, as they adjusted to this new life. But something was intruding on their time alone, and Shinji

felt a rising sense of dread, as he looked at the buzzing and vibrating device.

"Trouble," he said simply.

He ran to his cell phone, and picked it up, dialing Misato instantly.

"Shinji, Aida and Suzuhara have been attacked in Matsushiro. We don't know what it is. We lost contact with them almost as soon as

Ritsuko called in the alert. Some kind of communications jamming. Just before we lost sensor contact we confirmed a Blue Pattern.”

"Legionnaire," Shinji said, turning to look at Asuka. She gulped and looked grimly back at him, nodding in response to his unasked

question.

"Sound the Alert, and clear the streets. We're coming," he said, hanging up the phone.

Shinji sprinted for the bedroom while Asuka grabbed at a suitcase that was sitting in the living room. Misato had brought several
changes of cloths by and thoughtfully left them on the front door step, rather than disturbing them. She'd discovered them there the

morning after she and Shinji had been re-united.

Shinji ran to his closet, stripping off his shorts, and pulled out a tight fitting pair of purple leather pants. He slipped into them as he ran

down stairs, and opened the door to the closet, pulling out his matching jacket, boots, and motorcycle helmet.

Asuka goggled at the EVA in miniature that stood before her.

He reached into the closet and tossed her a leather jacket from within, and pulled out another helmet for her.

"We're taking the tubes?" she asked.

"Nope. | have something special that's been waiting for just such an emergency. Come on."

They ran out the door, and Shinji keyed the Garage door opener as he ran. The door slid open revealing a car covered by a large

brown drop cloth.

"My BMW!" Asuka squealed.
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"| saved it for you. | don't drive it, but | keep it running, and all the fluids are good. But that's not what we're here for," he said,

stepping to the other side of the garage, and pointing to another shroud covered object, "This is." He yanked back the cover.

"Wow!" Asuka exclaimed, seeing the crimson and purple paint flashing in the dim light of the garage.

"When did you get this?"

"Kensuke gave it to me last week. Kind of an early birthday present. The old one was totaled, and we've spent the last three years

looking for another one. They're pretty rare," he said, climbing on, and keying the ignition.

"How does she run?" Asuka asked, climbing on behind him.

"No idea. She's a Virgin. This is my first time with her," he said.

"Oh really?" she said slyly, "two in a week, Mister Ikari? You sly dog you."

Shinji flushed under his helmet. "I couldn't rider her. | needed something else."”

"Oh? What was that?" Asuka asked, thinking the bike needed work before it was ready to run.

"My Riding Partner," he said, as he gunned the throttle, and the bike roared out of the garage, and into the street. Reflexively Asuka

leaned into him and held on for dear life. She didn't even watch the gauges or the scenery as it flashed by, paying more attention to

the subtle play of her lovers' muscles under his leathers.

Yummy,' she thought as she felt his muscles bunch and flex beneath her.

"Phone. Dial Misato. Command." Shinji said, and this helmet comm. began to dial the base commander.

"Want me to open the tunnel Shinji?" she said, as she picked up.

"Um, yeah, how did you know?"

"Every camera on the base is tracking you. Aoba bet Hyuga you'd take the tunnels. Hyuga thought you'd take the Kiken' overland.
They turned on every camera on the base to watch you come in."

Shinji laughed.

"Well open the tunnel and clear us all the way to the hangar, we're almost there," he said.

"Roger, tunnel open, you're good to go. Just don't break your neck on the ceiling when you drop in," she said.

"I'll slow down a little," he said and killed the comm.

"The tunnel?" Asuka asked.

"No. THE Tunnel. There's an emergency tunnel that leads from the park road ahead into the depths of the Base. The exit comes out

in the Cherubim Hangar. There's twenty six ten meter thick hatches between us and them. At the speed we're traveling, if Misato

doesn't open them ahead of us, we'll never stop in time. Although the AT fields would protect us, the bike would be a total loss."

"Heaven forbid," Asuka said.
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Then the black maw of a tunnel was before them, yawning wide to accept. Shinji stomped the brakes, and chopped speed just

enough to keep the bike on the ground as they crossed the threshold and began their steep decent into the base. Within moments

they were streaking out of the tunnel, and into the Hangar. Shinji grabbed the brakes and slid the bike sideways, chopping speed.

The bike came to a stop up against the far wall, and Shiniji leapt off, as soon as Asuka had dismounted.

He took his helmet off, and looked up, his eyes widening in shock as he saw something he'd never believed he's see again.

A Red Evangelion stood next to his Purple one.

"Like it?" Asuka asked, throwing off her helmet.

"l love it. It looks like Unit-02."

"Same armor, different DNA," she said.

Shinji nodded, and started over to the front of his unit.

"Ready?"

"More than you'll ever know," she responded.

Twin AT fields reached for the EVA's and the two pilots vanished in a red glow.

"Unit-01 ready for launch," he sent to the Command Center.

"Unit-05 ready as well," came Asuka's voice.

He turned and looked at her, as she spoke.

"Hang on," he said, and the doors above them snapped open, and the two EVA's were launched towards the surface.

"Start to extend you're wings, when the catapult hits the surface it will throw us clear, and we can be airborne," Shinji said.

"Okay," she said, strain evident in her voice.

She's only done this once before, but practice makes perfect,' he thought, thinking back to the time ten months ago when he

learned to generate his wings.

Then they were shooting up out of the base, wings extended before them. With a graceful sweep, they gained altitude, and rose ever

higher.

"Got co-ordinates for us Misato?" Shinji asked.

"Transmitting. We're getting some garbled signals from the area, but comm's are still down. Satellite surveillance shows that both
Cherubs are inside the base, but the technicians have pulled back to their vehicles some 2 kilometers from the entrance. We're losing
our visual capability though, storms are building over the Sea of Japan, and heading inland."

"Roger, We should be there in fifteen minutes," Shinji said.

He glanced over at Asuka in her red EVA, and an odd smile lit the face of his Unit-01. She turned her head to the side, and saw him,
her EVA returning the oddly disturbing smile. She reached out and took his hand, and together they flew into the gathering storm.
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Next: on Episode 3:02 of Neon Genesis Evangelion

Shinji and Asuka arrive at the Matsushiro base, and are dismayed to discover that there is no sight of Toji or Kensuke. Have their

friends already fallen at the hands of a Legionnaire, or will Shinji and Asuka be in time to save them.

It's Evangelion Episode 3:02 The Terror Beneath

10
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Disclaimer: Neon Genesis Evangelion is Owned by Gainax. Buy the DVD's of the Series and the Movies from them. | did, and it was

worth every dime. | don't own anything except my DVD's, and this is done for my own satisfaction.

Welcome to Season Three of Neon Genesis Evangelion: The Last Best Hope. The events chronicled here take place after the 1st

season of the TV series, and the End of Evangelion Movie, as well as the events that took place in "Neon Genesis Evangelion: The

Awakening." The 24 part second season fic.

Episode 3:02 The Terror Beneath

Presumed date is June 9th, 2019

Ritsuko was standing next to the recovery vehicle that they'd driven up here from the Nagoya-2 facility, and watched with some
apprehension, as the two Evangelion's dropped out of the sky.

"Doctor Akagi, is everyone here alright?" came Shinji's voice

"My personnel are all right," she said, "but Suzuhara jumped into the hole after Aida, and we haven't heard from either of them since."

"We still have comm. jamming Shinji," Asuka said, noting that she couldn't get through to the base.

"Alright Doctor, we'll handle this. Take your rigs and head back to the base. Have the Cherubim placed on alert, and standby. We'll

bring Kensuke and Toji back."

Shinji walked over to the pit and looked inside. It was dark.

"Here," Asuka said, holding the barrel of her weapon into the hole. A light coming from it lit up the space below.

"What's that?" he asked.

"It's a TPG-402. Tactical Proton Cannon. | found it in Germany. Ritsuko's crews fixed it the day | arrived. It was pretty beat up.”

"Proton Cannon? Like the Sniper Rifle | used?"

"Basically."

"What's the power source," Shinji asked.

"Me," she said, motioning to the plug in her back.

"Oh. Okay, lets go," he said, and jumped into the hole. He hit at the bottom, and noticed several hatches at various levels both above

and below him. They would all be tight fits for an EVA to crawl through, but it would be possible.

Asuka landed next to him, and they looked about. There was the hatch Kensuke had forced open to get to the Magi. Above them was
another hatch, which had also been broken open. This one looked like it had exploded outward, though, not been forced inward like
the other one.

"No sign of the guys," Shinji said.

"No, but there's these odd scratches all along the walls," Asuka said, pointing to deep gouges in the wall.

11
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"Hmm. Too deep and regular to be from the Cherubim's swords, they look like some kind of big claw marks," Shinji said.

"What do you think?" she asked.

"Only two choices. Top or bottom. The top ones been broken out while the bottom ones been busted in. | say bottom."

Asuka nodded and Shinji started crawling into the passageway before him. The light from Asuka's gun was flashing over his back,
and he blocked most of it, but there was enough for him to see by. He eased through the passage, until he emerged into Central
Dogma, the control center for the Matsushiro NERYV facility.

"This is creepy," he said, as Asuka followed him into the room.

"Yeah. Brings back bad memories," Asuka agreed.

The stood there looking around. There were the three Magi computers, still intact, pristine in the darkness.

"Well at least they look okay," Shinji said.

"Shinji look," Asuka said, pointing the light at something against the opposite wall.

There, in the corner was a fair sized hole in the wall. Large enough to admit a standing EVA, it seemed to have been punched
through the wall and into the neighboring chamber. Asuka stepped forward, and Shinji followed close behind, drawing the Lance from
it's place on his back, and changing it into the Katana form he favored.

They emerged into the chamber beyond, and discovered another large room. This one had a passageway leading into the distance,
and again was large enough to fit an EVA. They looked around for any signs of passage, but other than rubble from the wall, there

was nothing. Nothing except.

"Asuka stop," Shinji called. She froze, and looked back. Shinji pointed to the floor, and Asuka passed her beam to the spot. There

below him was the strange patterned footprint of Toji's Cherubim.

"Well we know one of the Stooges was here," Asuka said.

"Seen any other signs?"

"None. He probably went into the passage," she motioned.

They turned and traveled into the passageway, looking around as they went. At first the passage appeared to be merely another

corridor designed to move the EVA's around the base. When they reached the end of it however, instead of turning and following the

next passage to it's destination, they looked at the large hole before them.

"Looks like something dug into the base here," Asuka was saying.

"Yeah. Something big," Shinji agreed.

Asuka stepped to the side, and let Shinji walk up next to her. The corridor was wide here, and was spacious enough for the two of

them to walk side by side.

"Asuka, turn off the light," Shinji said.

Asuka did as he asked, and was surprised when she could see the corridor around her even without the light source.

12
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"What is it?" she asked.

"It's the infra-red. The walls are hot. There's probably some subsurface currents, maybe even geothermal activity. | don't know. |

never studied this facilities specs."

"This isn't part of the regular facility Shinji."

"I know that Asuka, but the original base here might have had a Geothermal system like Nagoya. Anyway, this way we can see

without letting whatever's down here seeing us first."

They walked through the tunnels for nearly half an hour, following the twisting turns, until they came to a large open space. There

were signs of a fight here, and one of the Cherubs Katana's was lying in the dirt. Shinji picked it up.

"It's Toji's," he said, taking the blade.

They looked around. There were all the signs of a fierce battle. Debris and marks on the wall and floor, showed signs of the battle,
but not the victor.

"Looks like Toji put up one hell of a fight," Shinji said.

"But there's no sign of a body."

"So whatever attacked him must have dragged him off, or he followed it out of here, either way, without his sword he's in trouble,"

Shinji said, motioning her to follow him into the passageway.
They continued to follow the twisting turning passages until they emerged onto a large ledge. The chamber they were within was deep
beneath the Earth's surface, and glowed with an unearthly light. It was apparently some kind of old Lava Tube, probably formed when

the island of Japan was young. The molten rock had passed out of it, leaving this hollow space.

Movement below them attracted their attention, and Shinji almost shouted in relief when he saw Kensuke. It was a good thing he
didn't though, because the head and shoulders of Toji's Cherub came into view a moment later, dragged by something large.

Whatever the thing was, it was long, reptilian, and had eight legs. It had secreted some form of webbing, which looked like spider silk,
and had wrapped the two Cherubs up in it.

Shinji motioned for Asuka to step forward, and look over the edge. She did, and saw the thing. Large, grotesque and gray, crawling
along the floor of the chamber, it's massive head swinging side to side, it looked like some kind of horrible creature from a monster

movie.

They watched as the thing scuttled around the chamber, stopping here and there to poke at some rock, or outcropping. The thing

completed its journey around the chamber, and moved up to Kensuke's struggling form.

The things head moved over his body, and snapped down.

Kensuke screamed.

"Kensuke NO!" Shinji shouted, leaping from the edge, sword leading the way, before Asuka knew what was happening. As he fell,
both his and the things AT fields snapped up to keep them apart. Shinji pushed, and his AT field penetrated the creatures, allowing

him to drop within its defenses.

Shinji landed on the things back, sword flashing and sparking against the its scales. His hits weren't penetrating, weren't doing any
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real damage, but it distracted the thing, and it released Kensuke.

Kensuke's Cherubim armor dropped from the things mouth, and there was a large piece missing from the chest armor.

Asuka leapt from the ledge, and landed next to Toji and Kensuke. Her progressive knife flashed, and the silken threads binding the

two prone warriors released them. Toji and Kensuke were instantly on their feet, Kensuke clutching at the wound in his chest.

"Shinji get clear," Asuka said, leveling the TPG at the thing.

Shinji either didn't hear, or was ignoring her, so intent was he on the attack. It was huge. Not as big as the first Angel the two of them
had fought underwater, but bigger than anything else the two of them had ever faced. It snapped it's long neck back, and would have
thrown him off, if he hadn't stabbed the blade into the things skull. The thing screamed and crashed into the wall, finally dislodging
Shinji and the horrible blade that burned it.

As Shinji slid clear, Asuka fired. The steady stream of energy tore chunks from the things back. The thing screamed again and
moved, impossibly agile, out of the line of fire. Asuka ceased fire, as the thing darted away. Shinji was up then, charging after the
thing, as it sprinted down the chamber. Asuka tried to hit it with bursts of fire, but it always managed to keep one step out ahead of

her, but not so with Shinji.

He leapt upon the things tail, and ran up its back, slicing and jabbing. His hits doing little damage to it's armored hide. He'd faced
enemies like this before, whose hide was stiff enough to resist the blade of his lance, but usually there was a soft spot. He just had to

find it. He whirled the blade around him, striking with impossible speed, and accuracy.

Asuka, Toji, and Kensuke could only marvel at the sight they beheld. The two boys had seen Shinji fight like this before, but only

once. When they'd lost one of their own, there on that beach almost two months ago.

Shinji's blade was still flashing, here and there, searching for a weak spot. Suddenly there was a gout of ichor, and the thing
screamed again. Shinji crouched down as the thing tried to spin around, and shake free of him, with no success. His blade snapped

out again, and this time one of the things legs dropped free.

It thrashed again, and Shiniji fell off, crashing to the ground. The thing was on him instantly, biting and stomping. He rolled under it,
keeping one step ahead of the stomping feet. He saw a slight glow from the things side, and noted that the missing leg was starting to

re-grow.

"Great, just what | need, this thing can regenerate," he said.

"Shinji get clear," Asuka pleaded.

"l can't," he called, rolling away from two more stomping feet. His face was close to the things belly, and he could see the joints
between the scales. He jabbed the sword up between them, and felt a satisfying bite of blade and flesh. More dark ichor oozed from

the things belly, and it rolled away from him, thrashing and crashing it's long serpentine body around the chamber.

Shinji rolled clear, and clutched the Lance Blade in his hands. He concentrated, and the Lance began to shift, from the Katana he
usually used to, back to the twin headed Lance form. Asuka instantly had a bad flashback, remembering the last time she'd seen a
Lance up close. It had been one of the false lances wielded by the MP EVA's, and it had struck out her left eye. She flinched, and the
eye ached in remembered pain. It didn't matter that this body wasn't the same one that had experienced the stabbing pain, her soul

remembered it.

Shinji twirled the Lance, and stabbed at the creature. It's AT field sparked, as he penetrated it's flesh, and the thing thrashed harder.
Suddenly it was back on it's feet, and scampering off into one of the tunnels.
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"Don't let it get away," he shouted, running after it. Almost as an afterthought, he tossed Toji's Katana at the young man.

Toji caught it, tested it's weight, and followed him. Kensuke, drew his own blade, still in it's sheath, and charged.

"Couldn't they have just let me shoot it?" Asuka sighed, before following the three impetuous young men.

Shinji was following the thing through the twists and turns of the passage; he could hear it ahead, and his friends just behind. He ran
out from the tunnel, and into another large chamber, and was hit from behind as he ran forward. The thing had entered here and
doubled back, jumping on him as he exited the passageway. The Lance was knocked from his grip as he sprawled on the ground.

Shinji rolled quickly from side to side, avoiding the snapping jobs that descended upon him.

"This thing is fast,' Shinji thought to himself.

Kensuke and Toji were hot on Shinji's heels. They came on then, slashing and hacking with their steel Katana's. They were even less
successful than Shinji had been, but they were keeping the creature distracted. Asuka round of the corner and saw the creature there,
attacking Shinji. She raised her weapon and unleashed a blast of proton energy at it. The steady stream of fire raked deep gashes
across the things back and head. It howled in agony, raising its head toward the ceiling.

Shinji, seeing his chance, rolled free, thankful to be out from underneath the creature once again. He dashed away from it as Asuka
continued to pour fire into it, and leapt for the Lance. His fingers wrapped around the shaft and he brought it to bear against the
creature. The creature finally dodged out of Asuka's away, and turned to snap at Kensuke and Toji, who are now standing almost up
with the creature's rear legs. The first snap almost got Toji, but he ducked and rolled out of the way. Kensuke, however, was so busy
paying attention to Toji, but he did not notice the creature's tail swinging up behind him. There was a fierce impact, and Kensuke found

himself thrown across the hall.

Shinji reached down and helped his friend to his feet.

"That things nastier than those crocodiles we used to watch on television," Shinji said.

"Yeah and uglier to," Kensuke agreed.

Toji eased around the thing and over to where Shinji and Kensuke were standing.

Asuka continued her stuttering fire of energy, usually missing as the creature dodged out of the way. When she did connect, however,
the beast would thrash and writhe in agony, until it escaped the terrible light. Suddenly, the thing lunged at her, and she was forced to
dodged back into the tunnel. Bent double, like some sort of horseshoe, its back was now exposed to the three waiting warriors. Shinji
led the charge, the Lance held before him, set for a killing blow. The thing howled again as the Lance penetrated it's back, and spun
on them wrenching the Lance from his grasp, and knocking over Suzuhara as it turned. It's great head descended, and snapped at
Shinji, who dodged, but was not able to win clear entirely. The thing caught his arm in it's teeth, and bit down savagely. Shinji felt
hundreds of small needles pierce the armor of the EVA. Toji, meanwhile, had moved to decide again, and leapt on the creature's back

as it attacked Shinji, and leaned hard on it.

The Lance penetrated through the creature's neck, its two points sticking through the other side. The things screamed again, and
released Shinji, but did not cease its attack. Toji, standing on the things back now, wrenched the Lance from it, and leapt free once
again, tossing the Lance to Shinji. The thing was losing blood now, but showed no signs of stopping. Indeed, it's leg that Shinji had
worked so hard to chop off, had now fully re-grown. They appeared no closer to defeating this creature than they had been at the start
of the battle.

The creature raised its head up to its full height, like some kind of giant Cobra, preparing to strike. Shinji right in front of it, and jabbed

the Lance upward. The twin blades penetrated the creature's skull, and exited, stabbing up into the ceiling. It began to shake and
writhe, trying to get free. Suddenly it gave the convulsive shutter and was still.
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Before warriors stood there looking at the thing; uncertain what to do next. Asuka with the first to react, stepping out of the shadows of
the tunnel, and firing blast after blast into the thing until the proton energy being burned clean through. She worked the beam back
and forth until a wide hole was made and the creature's body nearly severed in two. With a final burst from her gun, Asuka chopped

the thing in two behind its first set of legs.

The Legionnaire shuddered and screamed. Both parts of its body convulsed and shook. The rear six legs and the tail section
thrashed upon the ground, rolling and twisting as it's dying nerve impulses misfired, and tried to tell the muscles to do a hundred
different things at once. The upper body, neck and head shook upon the Lance, still stuck to the ceiling. Finally, after a minute of
violent action, both halves were still.

Now, with the creature quite obviously dead, Shinji reached up and extracted the Lance from its' skull. All four of them were rather
surprised to note that the things head remained stuck to the ceiling. Asuka walked up behind it and kicked fiercely, expecting that it
was only stuck on a stalactite. There was a crumble of stone and gravel as the head fell free of the ceiling, and it took a moment for
the falling dust clear. Protruding from the ceiling was a strange white flat shape.

"What the hell is that?" Toji asked.

"I'm not sure," Shinji said, poking at it with the end of his Lance. More dust and debris fell down upon him and covered the body of the
dead Legionnaire. A few more feet of the thing was revealed, and it was now obvious that it was not circular in form, but elliptical in
shape. It was mostly white with a gray centerline. Asuka recognized it immediately.

"It's a Lance. One of the reproductions that Seele's MP EVA used," she said.

"Are you sure?" Shinji asked.

"The freaking things took out my eye. You don't think I'd remember them?" she said.

"But how did it get here?" Shinji asked.

"Yeah, weren't all the MP EVA's crucified on their Lances?" Kensuke asked.

"Yes, and, and they fell back to the earth. They are scattered all over. One must of landed above us, and the Lance penetrated all

this way," Shinji mused.

"So give me a hand," Toji said, attempting to wrench the pseudo-Lance from the ceiling. Shinji and Toji grasped at the visible part of

the pseudo-Lance and pulled, but they could not dislodge it.

"Toji stand back, I'm going to try something," Shinji said.

Motioning Toji back, Shinji reached a hand toward the pseudo-Lance, and concentrated his will upon it. Long moments passed and
nothing happened, then the Lance flowed like Quicksilver, and poured out of the ceiling into Shinji's hand. Shinji examined the
pseudo-Lance. Visually there was no difference between the two Lances that he held, but he sensed something he couldn't define.
He concentrated upon the pseudo-Lance, willing it to transform, to change into another weapon, but nothing happened. He then
concentrated on the blade form that the MP EVA's had used, and the pseudo-Lance shifted. Shinji looked at the broad bladed
weapon, and glanced up at Toji.

"You want this?" he asked.

Toji nodded, holding out his hands. Shinji handed him the blade.

"How do | make it change?" he asked.
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"Concentrate on the shape you want," Shinji said.

Toji did so, but nothing happened.

"Nothing's happening," he said.

"| think the pseudo-Lance's only have the two forms," Shinji observed.

Toji nodded, and concentrated again. The pseudo-Lance shifted into its spear form.

"I did it!" Toji shouted.

"Great. Now, can we get out of this hell hole?" Asuka asked.

"Yeah, | think they're probably pretty worried about us up above," Kensuke said, stepping toward Asuka, at the entrance to the cavern.

"Just a minute," Shinji said, kneeling down to examine the remains of the Legionnaire.

"What are you looking for Shinji?" Asuka asked.

"This thing's S-2 Unit," he said. "This thing might try to regenerate after we leave, | want to make sure it can't. Ah, there itis." He felt

the slippery sphere deep within the neck cavity, and gripped it firmly. He jerked hard, and the sphere came free. He held it up

triumphantly.

"Ha. This ought to brighten up Ritsuko's day," he said, "we never recovered one of these things intact before.”

"Fine, you've got your trophy. Now lets get out of here," Asuka said curtly, and, turning around, walked back into the passageway.

The three young men stood there looking at each other for a moment before following Asuka out of the chamber.

Forty-five minutes later, the four giant humanoids re-emerged into the NERYV base, and looked around Central Dogma.

"Shit, the Magi," Kensuke said, "l totally forgot about them. That's the whole reason we're here to begin with."

"Think we can recover them ourselves?" Shinji asked.

"Yeah, no sweat," Kensuke said, "Doctor Akagi was going to have Toji and | do all the work recovering them anyway. The recovery

teams were just here to transport the units back to Nagoya-2."

"How do we recover them?" Asuka said.

"Hmm. Let me see," Kensuke said, feeling around the base of the tower that the command station and Magi were set upon.

"Here it is," he said, and pushed his hands under the tower, lifting. The entire tower, maybe 30 feet of it, lifted free, bringing the Magi
with it.

"Is that it?" Toji asked.

"Yeah, now we just have to get this up to the trucks," Kensuke said.

"Um, yeah, about that," Shinji explained, "We didn't want any unnecessary casualties, so we sent Ritsuko and the others home."
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"Meaning?" Toji asked.

"Meaning you and Kensuke are gonna have to take this thing home on foot," Shinji said.

"Oh great. Thanks lkari," Kensuke said, looking at Toji in exasperation.

"What about you two, aren't you going to walk back with us?" Toji asked.

"Nope," said Asuka, "We were on leave, and as soon as we get back, we're going to give the S-2 Unit to Ritsuko, and go back on

leave."

"But aren't you walking back with us?" Toji asked again.

"Nope, we can BOTH fly," Asuka said, and started to crawl through the small tunnel, that lead back to the entry shaft, and the exit.

"No fair, she can fly too?" Kensuke whined.

"Yep," Shinji said, following his girlfriend into the tunnel.

"Sucks to be us, dude," Toji said, shifting his pseudo-Lance, and crawling in after Shiniji.

"Tell me about it."

Next: on Episode 3:03 of Neon Genesis Evangelion

The new Magi system is activated, and Japan and Germany are able to re-establish contact. The time arrives, however, for farewells

and goodbyes to be said, as the first Cherubim's are dispatched to Germany with Ritsuko.

It's Evangelion Episode 3:03 Communications
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Disclaimer: Neon Genesis Evangelion is Owned by Gainax. Buy the DVD's of the Series and the Movies from them. | did, and it was

worth every dime. | don't own anything except my DVD's, and this is done for my own satisfaction.
Welcome to Season Three of Neon Genesis Evangelion: The Last Best Hope. The events chronicled here take place after the 1st

season of the TV series, and the End of Evangelion Movie, as well as the events that took place in "Neon Genesis Evangelion: The

Awakening." The 24 part second season fic.

Episode 3:03 Communications.

Presumed date is June 11th, 2019

Two days of manic remodeling had taken place in the heart of NERV Nagoya-2, and the heart of the former Central Operations and
Emergency Command Center was looking almost exactly like the Central Dogma Facility of the former NERV headquarters.
Everything, from the computer consoles that the technicians sat at, to the three large central processing units that were the Magi.
Ritsuko had spent two days with Maya, working non-stop, and driving her technicians to exhaustion, trying to adapt the power and
data connections that were meant for the Shepherd system to service the Magi. The had finally completed the final power taps for the
computers some nine hours ago, and were preparing the system to integrate with the Shepherd, and assume control of it's functions.

Ritsuko came crawling out of the central Magi system, and nodded to Maya tiredly.

"Doctor Akagi says we're ready to begin Activation, Commander Katsuragi," she called up to Misato's desk. Misato and Kaji stood up,

and walked down to the operations deck, to watch the proceedings first hand.

"Ready Ritsuko?" she asked.

"I think so Misato. | only hope that being without power for so long hasn't caused damage to the central core of the units," Ritsuko
nodded.

"You wanna say a prayer before we flip the switch?" Misato asked.

"I've already said as many as | dared, to as many gods, and in as many languages as | know," Ritsuko explained.

"Very well. Begin Magi activation sequence," Misato said, turning to the technicians scattered around the operations area.

Aoba, Hyuga, and Ibuki sat down, and Aoba and Hyuga took keys from around their necks and inserted them into the locks before

their stations.

"Begin activation on my mark," Ibuki called. "Three & two & one & MARK!"

Aoba and Hyuga flipped their keys to the left.

There was a flash of light, and the control room went dark.

"Ritsuko," Misato growled.

"It's not my fault," the scientist grumped.
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Suddenly the computer screens across the command center lit up and lines of code, and BIOS data began to scroll across them.

Ritsuko glanced over Maya's shoulder to watch the techs primary monitor, which was the real link to the heart of the Magi system.

Magi System activating & & & & & &completed

Magi System loading BIOS & & & & &completed

Magi System Operating System & & &loaded

Personality Gestalt System & & & & &activated

Units Solomon, David, Aaron & & & &online

We are the Magi &. God is in his heaven, and all is right with the world.

"Greetings Doctor Akagi, how may we help you?" the screen said.

"How did they know you were here?" Maya asked, surprised.

"That's probably a hold over from when my mother designed the software. They don't really know that I'm not her, they just assume

that a Doctor Akagi' will be here when they activate," Ritsuko explained.

"On the contrary Doctor Akagi. We are well aware of who you are, and are pleased to be of service to you," the screen read.

"How the hell?" Ritsuko asked.

"Voice recognition," Misato guessed, "They're probably using the VA system that Shepherd utilizes. Probably tapped into his data

core, t0o."

"Correct Commander Katsuragi, we have received our update from the Shepherd, and have now assumed control of all of his

functions. We await your orders."

"Begin standard operations mode, and | would like you to attempt to contact the nearest Mil-Sat in orbit," Misato said.

"Affirmative Commander. Opening Communications link with Mil-Sat unit KE-2214. Please stand by. Communications request from

NERYV Berlin, will you accept?"

"On the screen," Misato said, hardly able to contain her excitement.

The main holographic screen in front of the room flickered into life, and the screen cleared a few moments later to reveal a command

room almost identical to the one they now occupied.

"WE DID IT!!I" the technicians shouted, and the cheering and shouting flashed through all of the personnel on duty.

On the screen, people could be seen cheering and gesturing at the main screen, looking back at their Japanese counterparts.

Suddenly a large sub-window popped up on the upper right side of the screen. An older man looked out at them.

"Commander Katsuragi?" he said.
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Misato stepped forward, and activated a small cameral on one of the comm. screens.

"I'm commander Katsuragi, am | correct in assuming that you are Commander Berg of NERV Berlin?"

"That would be me, Commander, and I'm happy to say that it's a pleasure to finally meet you."

"Likewise, Commander Berg. I've heard good things about you from Ms. Soryu."

"She's alright? No problems then?" he asked.

"Asuka is fine, she should be here shortly, in fact, we're going to be conducting a briefing, now that we've got the Magi up and running.

We're planning to send eight of our Cherub units there, to help you defend the base, if that meets with your approval?"

"By all means. We've been sitting here watching you and your, Cherub units' you call them? Sitting here watching your Cherub

Units fight off those Angels, with Ikari's help, terrified that we were a target as well. I'm sure Ms. Soryu has told you of the recent

attack on this facility."

"Yes, and that's something we're going to be discussing soon, as well as a number of other things."

"Guten Morgen, Kommandant Berg. Wie geht es Ihnen?" called a happy female voice from the rear of the gallery.

"Wunderbar, Asuka, und dir?"

"Ach, ich k 6nnte nicht gl tGchlicher sein," Asuka replied. The Japanese personnel were looking around, like they were lost.

"Sorry, | sometimes forget that not everyone speaks German," the base commander said. "Asuka, for shame, none of your friends

have any idea what you're saying, stick to Japanese, for now."

"Certainly Commander Berg. I'm delighted to see you, is everything still alright there?" she asked.

"It's been quiet as a church around here lately. No excitement at all since you left, in fact. We watched your flight over Europe and
Asia here, as you might expect, and have been anxiously awaiting contact with Commander Katsuragi and yourself since we saw the

two, um, Cherubim bring the Magi units back to Nagoya-2."

"Well, | think Misato has a briefing for us in a little while, and I'm sure she'd like to include you in that briefing, if I'm not mistaken,"

Asuka said, looking at Misato.

"Most definitely. It's not too early for you there is it Commander?"

"We're eight hours behind you there, Commander Katsuragi, it's just a little after four a.m. here."

"Alright then, I'll convene a meeting of my team in one hour, and we'll have the Magi provide a video conference with you there."

"Sounds good. In the meantime I'll have my crews send you all the data we've collected since Third Impact, and if you could likewise

do the same, we'll both be ready for the meeting when it begins." Misato nodded at the suggestion.

"I'll see you in one hour then," Commander Berg said, and signed off.

" & so Doctor Akagi will be coming over with the first four Cherubs. The transports will lay over there for 24 hours for servicing and
refueling, and return to Japan, for another 24 hour layover. They will then return to Germany with the final four Cherubim," Misato
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explained.

"Very good, Commander Katsuragi. We'll make the necessary preparations, and have our hangars ready for the Cherubs. | have
crews going through the EVA Maintenance and Production Facility now. It's hard to believe that we had this entire portion of the base
concealed from us by Rotmal," Berg said, his image filling the wall screen at the end of the conference room.

"Not really, Commander. Rotmal had to be a Legionnaire, or one of their agents. With none of the original NERV personnel there to
tell you the real secrets of the base, there's no way you could have known. Rotmal was very careful to hide all traces of that part of
the facility," Asuka said.

"Anyway, Doctor Akagi will evaluate the condition of the weapons cache that Asuka reported, and oversee distribution of those
weapons to the Cherub Forces there, as well as preparing a shipment for return to Japan. We'll leave two of the transports there, and

bring two home. That way we each have the ability to move Cherub's over long distances quickly," Misato finished.

"In the meantime, Commander, I'd like you to go through your records, and see if you can pinpoint the final resting places of SEELE's
Mass Production EVA's," Misato added.

"Can | ask why?"

"lkari and Soryu recently discovered the pseudo-Lance of Longinus belonging to one of them, and we've been able to recover it. We

believe it will give the Cherubs a hand up in their battles with the Legionnaires," Ritsuko said.

"And it wouldn't do to have weapons such as those fall into the hands of hostile forces," Commander Berg added.

"That too," she affirmed.

"Il have my teams see what they can find in the databanks. There may be little information, however, for if Rotmal was able to take

over the base, he may have been able to hide that data."

"We don't believe so. The surveillance footage would have been stored in the satellites until your power grid came back online, and
your Magi were able to download the files. Once that data enters the system, it stays there. It can be moved, or even hidden, but |
guarantee you it's still there," Ritsuko said.

"Alright, Doctor, we'll start looking. If we don't find it, though, I'm afraid you'll have another job to do when you get here," Berg said.

"Quite alright, Commander," Ritsuko nodded.

"Now if that concludes our business | would like to take a moment for some personal messages,” Commander Berg said, looking

expectant.

"I have nothing else. Ritsuko?" Misato asked, and the Doctor shook her head.

"Well then, Asuka my dear, | understand that you made it there safely?"

"Yes, Commander," she said, "not a bit of trouble.”

"l have had only the briefest of chances to scan the data that Commander Katsuragi has provided, but, please, | am dying of curiosity.

Was your young man there?" he asked.

Asuka blushed, and looked away.
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Misato and Ritsuko shared a look, as both women shared the same thought. This is NOT the Asuka Langley Soryu that left Japan.'

"Where are my manners? Commander Berg, I'd like to introduce you to the designated Pilot of EVA Unit-01, Shiniji Ikari," she blurted

out, poking Shiniji, trying to get him to stand up.

"Ow. Asuka. What?" he stammered, before figuring out what she wanted, and rising to face the screen.

"Commander Berg. Itis a pleasure to meet you. Asuka has told me a little of her stay in Germany, and it's good to know she has

made friends like you," he said, with a bow.

This is not the young man in our files,' Berg thought to himself, noticing Shinji's bearing and posture. Gone was the insecure little

boy who was mentioned in the personnel files. In his place was a young man who appeared quite confident, and held himself with the

assurance of a warrior born.

"It is an honor to meet THE Shiniji Ikari," Berg said, standing to return the bow.

Shinji flushed, and muttered a thank you before sitting down.

Asuka beamed at him, and wrapped her arms around his shoulders in a fierce hug.

"So you two are & together & then?" Berg asked Asuka.

"Yes, sir," Asuka said, a smile breaking out on her face.

"Pilot Ikari, | expect you to take good care of Ms. Soryu, she's very important to us."

"Not nearly as important as she is to me, Commander," Shinji said.

Asuka flushed again, and captured his arm in hers, hugging it fiercely.

Commander Berg smiled at them, "That is good to hear, Pilot Ikari. Commander Katsuragi, if that is all, | need to tell my teams what
we have planned so they can fuel up the tankers, and get them airborne for the rendezvous."

"Very well. We'll talk to you at the next scheduled meeting," Misato said, and broke the link.

"Now that we've taken care of that, have you been able to find out anything from the S2-Unit that Shinji and Asuka brought back?"

Misato asked Ritsuko.

"Very little. Most of the last two days have been spent with the Magi system. Professor Fuyutsuki has been down in the Cherubim
Nursery getting the next group going. After the embryos are established, he's going to turn his attention to the S2-Unit. This is the first
totally intact S2 we've ever recovered.”

"Any idea why this one didn't explode like a lot of the others?" Asuka asked.

"I haven't had too much time to think about it yet, but if | had to guess, I'd think it had something to do with your gun."

"The Positron Gatling?" Asuka asked.

"Exactly. Something about the way it interacted with the things body, kept the S2 from detonating. That, and Shinji's Lance attack. I'l

know more when | return from Germany."
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"Where are you keeping it in the meantime?" Shinji wanted to know.

"In the research bay next to the nursery," Ritsuko said.

"Alright, Ritsuko, we'll deal with that when you get back, if Fuyutsuki doesn't get started on it before do," Misato said. "In the

meantime, you have a trip to get ready for."

"So, | guess | need to start packing," Ritsuko said.

"Don't take too much. The German branch has some really great clothes in their shops," Asuka said.

"Really, I'll have to make use of them then," Ritsuko said.

"Well if you two ladies are done, | think I'd like to get home. | still haven't had lunch yet today, and | really would rather cook

something than eat at the cafeteria," Shinji said, standing up to leave.

"Okay, Shinji, we'll see you tonight," Misato said.

"Tonight?"

"At the farewell party for the Cherubim pilots," Misato explained.

"Oh, right. 1 guess | need to decide who's going to go, right?"

"No. Ritsuko and | already arranged that. We worked it out with Suzuhara and Aida. So you two just show up at the West Hall at

seven, alright?" Misato said.

"Alright," Shinji said, taking Asuka's hand as she stood up.

"Goodbye Shinji," Misato said, as the younger woman started dragging him out of the room.

"Ah, young love," Ritsuko laughed.

"Yes. They have no appreciation for simple anticipation," came a low sultry male voice.

"Ryouji," Misato gasped as her husband wrapped his arms around her from behind, and softly nibbled at her neck.

"Geez, you two are worse than you were in College," Ritsuko said, "Aren't you supposed to stop that once you get married.

"No, and unless you want to watch, | suggest you get packing," Misato suggested, turning to kiss her husband.

"Sex fiends," Ritsuko said softly, as she left.

"Only with you," Misato said, kissing Ryouji, as he drew her into his soft demanding embrace.

Next: on Episode 3:04 of Neon Genesis Evangelion

After a busy day of work, the base prepares to say goodbye to the members of the Cherubim that have been selected to go to
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Germany.

It's Evangelion Episode 3:04 A Night To Remember

Thanks to those of you who pre-read and helped with my German. Unfortunately it's been so long, | can't remember who you are. (I'm

pretty sure Puddle of LCL helped, and Maybe Jimmy Wolk?)
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Disclaimer: Neon Genesis Evangelion is Owned by Gainax. Buy the DVD's of the Series and the Movies from them. | did, and it was

worth every dime. | don't own anything except my DVD's, and this is done for my own satisfaction.

Welcome to Season Three of Neon Genesis Evangelion: The Last Best Hope. The events chronicled here take place after the 1st

season of the TV series, and the End of Evangelion Movie, as well as the events that took place in "Neon Genesis Evangelion: The

Awakening." The 24 part second season fic.

Episode 3:04 A Night To Remember

Presumed date is June 11th, 2019

As Seven O'clock approached, Shinji and Asuka were back at his house, preparing for the farewell party.

"So did you ever pick out what you were going to wear?" he called from the bedroom.

"Hikari helped me pick out a dress this afternoon. We spent two hours in the Dress shop picking out just the right one. Then | had to

find shoes to match. Something else popped up while we were at it, but we took care of it pretty fast. What about you?"

"Well, | don't think my legs look good, but this dress should be okay," Shinji deadpanned.

From the bathroom, Asuka could be heard laughing.

"Anata Baka. That is a visual | could have done without. Although the sight of you in my spare plug suit is a vision I'll never forget.

Seriously, what are you wearing?"

"Well, | thought about my Tux, but | think, since this is a farewell party for my team, I'm going with my Dress Uniform."

"Good, | can't wait to see you in it. Hikari told me it looks good on you," she finished.

Shinji fidgeted with the collar buttons, until they lay comfortable across his neck. He looked down at his shoes. They were bright and

shining, but he probably could shine them a little more. Of course that would mean taking off his uniform, so he didn't stain them. He

decided that the shine would have to do, because he wasn't putting this thing on again.

There was a knock at the back door, and Kensuke and Toji came in, both, also, wearing their dress uniforms.

"You guys are wearing you're Dress Whites too?"

"Hikari and Nozomi threatened us with bodily harm if we didn't," Kensuke said.

"Yeah. Apparently they spent the afternoon shopping for new dresses, and picked theirs out with our uniforms in mind. | tried to put

on my Tux and almost got my head handed to me by Hikari,' Toji explained.

Shinji laughed, "Then | guess its' a good idea | decided to wear the Uniform instead of the Tux."

The three young men got themselves sodas out of Shinji's refrigerator, and sat down on his back deck, to await their women.

They weren't waiting long.

Hikari and Nozomi had, unnoticed, walked through Shiniji's front door, and met Asuka as she came down.

26



Chapter 4 - Episode 3:04 A Night To Remember

"Ready?" Hikari asked Asuka.

"As I'll ever be," she said, beaming in reply.

They walked through the house, and exited the back door. Kensuke was the first to notice the trio.

"Wow," he gasped, and the other two young men turned to see what he was staring at.

Hikari was clad in a classically styled emerald green silk dress. Her hair was pulled back, but rather than it's usual ponytail, she'd put it

up into a French Braid.

Nozomi was clad in a stunning black silk dress, which had gold and silver flecks splattered over it. Her dark hair was pulled up in a
bun, accentuating her long neck, and bare shoulders.

Shinji could barely see Asuka standing behind the pair.

The two women held their hands out, and Toji and Kensuke stepped up to them, and took the proffered limb. As the women

separated, Asuka, standing between and behind, was revealed.

Shiniji felt a rush of blood to his face, as well as other parts of his body, and could do nothing more than stand there, his mouth agape.
Asuka was wearing a stunning evening gown. Cut low, it revealed and accentuated her cleavage. The brilliant cobalt blue matched
her eyes, and the contrast with the fiery tresses, cascading down her back, one errant lock of her bangs curling mischievously under

her chin, was too much for Shinji.

'If there is truly a god in Heaven, and you let me have just this one night, | swear | will ask for nothing more in this life," he thought.

'‘Well, at least until | really want something else this bad, and then I'll make the same promise, but I'm sure you understand.'

"Shinji?" Asuka said softly.

"Yeah?" he croaked out, mouth suddenly too dry, and tongue sticking to the bottom of his mouth, feeling like a piece of dentist's

gauze.

"Are you alright?" she asked.

"Uh huh," he nodded slightly, staring, as Asuka stepped forward, and raised a single slender finger to his bottom lip. She teased the

lip with a slight flick, and then used her fingers to lift his chin. His teeth met in an audible click.

"How do | look?" she asked, in a soft sultry voice, stepping up to him. She slowly wrapped her arms around his neck, and gazed up

into his eyes.

"Mmm," he managed to get out, still dazed.

She smiled up at him as she leaned in, stroking his chest softly.

"Don't you like the way | look? Hikari and | took hours finding just the right dress. But if you don't like it | can go take it off right now,"

she said, breathing hotly into his ear.
Several conflicting thoughts raced through the young mans mind at once. 'Wow!' being the one that kept repeating the most often.

Next was another one, that didn't seem to have anything rational attached to it, but was instead composed of desperate passion.
'Yeah & take it off & mmm." His eyes glazed slightly as this thought materialized, but he dashed it down, knowing that they couldn't
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skip this occasion easily.

Even if it would be worth getting killed by Misato to do it.

Asuka pulled back, leaving her arms about his neck, and pouted, sticking her lower lip out, like an upset child.

"Shinji," she grumped, "why won't you say anything?"

Kensuke and Toji shared a look, pleased that their friend had been rendered speechless, and, for once, did not feel the need to

interrupt. It would be up to Ikari to extricate himself from this one.

Shinji, unable to resist another second,